
Diatopic Uniformitarianism
and

The Nasal Vowels
of Wallonia

Daniel Ezra Johnson

PALSE project: Immigration,
identité et diversité sociolinguistique...

danielezrajohnson.com/johnson_2001.pdf

danielezrajohnson.com/johnson_nv_2017.pdf



Introduction

- innovation and conservatism

- phonological mergers

- Garde’s principle and Herzog’s corollary

- divergence and convergence

- family tree and wave theories

- transmission and diffusion

- external change
- diffusion and borrowing

- internal change
- “spontaneous” and structurally-motivated



ɛ̃                       œ ̃                        ɔ̃

ɑ̃

Evolution of French N. V.
- five periods: allophonic nasalization, parallel 

evolution with oral vowels, separate evolution, 
loss of coda NC, denasalization before onset NC

iN uN

eNV oNV

ɛ/eNC ɔ/oNC

ɛNV ɔNV

anV anC
x

x



Histories of French N. V.
iN eNV ɛNV anV ɔNV oNV uN ɛ/eNC anC ɔ/oNC

ɛ œ ã ɔ



Wallonia in Belgium 



ALF: “chat”



ALW: “chapeau”



The Dialects of Wallonia 

hainuyer (picard)
ouest-wallon (w-p.)
centre-wallon (n.)
est-wallon (l.)
sud-wallon (w-l.)
gamais (lorrain)



Previous Studies “Recast”



Nasal Vowel Systems

shaded:
distinct

short N. V.

Namur

Tournai Mons Nivelles
Huy Liège

Verviers

Neufchateau

Virton



Selected Evolutions
vinu bene rene fame ventu annu homo unu

Tournai (p.) ɛ ɛ ɛ ɛ ɛ a ɔ œ

Mons (p.) ɛ æ ɛ ɛ ɛ a ɔ œ

Nivelles (w.) i i ɛ aɲ ɛ a ɔ œ

Namur (c.) ɛ ɛ ɛ wɛ ɛ a ɔ ɔ

Huy (e.) ɛ ɛ ɛ wɛ ɛ ɔ ɔ ɔ

Liège (e.) ɛ ɛ ɛ ɛ ɛ a ɔ ɔ

Verviers (e.) ɛŋ ɛŋ o ɛŋ ɛ aŋ o o

Ebly (s.) ɛ jɛ ɛ ɛ a a ɔ œ

Dampicourt (l.) ɛ ɛ ɛ ɛ a a ɔ ɛŋ

nasal
oral



Low Back Nasal Vowels

Liège

Namur

Huy

Waremme



High Front Nasal Vowels

CANE NE GENTE BENE VINU FAME
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Oral Vowels in Nasal Envir.
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vi, bi

vègn, bègn vé, bé

VINU BENE

FAME VENTU ALL 4

shaded:
oral V.

before nasal C.



Conclusion

A1 = b1

A2 b2

A3 b3

- diachronic uniformitarianism
- ”using the present to explain the past”

- diatopic uniformitarianism
- both big and small are innovative and conservative

- both big and small undergo internal and external change
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